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Welcome!
WELCOME TO OUR NEW PASTOR

Fr. Michael DeAscanis began serving our Parish in July 2021.
He is only our 3rd Pastor in the last 54 years!

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH
Look inside, and see what unfolded in our Church and School this past year!

SAINT LOUIS CHURCH AND SCHOOL

2021-22 ANNUAL REPORT
(July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022)

ST. LOUIS
PASTORAL STAFF
(June 2022)

Rev. Michael DeAscanis
Pastor
Rev. Kenneth Lukong

Pastor’s Message

Associate Pastor

Mr. Scott Buttrick
Director of Operations

Dear Parishioners,
On behalf of myself and Fr. Kenneth Lukong, our Associate Pastor,
we are pleased to present this Annual Report. It provides a snapshot of
the good things happening here in our church and school. This Report
describes the activities and finances of our parish during the past fiscal
year, July 2021 to June 2022.
There is a sense that St. Louis Parish is entering a new stage of its
history. Within the past two years we experienced the departure of
our beloved pastor, Msgr Luca, as well as of our long-serving school
principal Terry Weiss. It is a privilege for me and our new principal
Debbie Thomas to serve our parish families. Catholics have been worshiping God and serving
their neighbors here in Howard County since 1855. We hope to continue doing so for many
years into the future!
I am pleased to say that the parish has come back strong after the difficult years of the
pandemic. Our weekend Mass attendance continues to increase. Our parish outreach efforts
and social events were back in full swing as you’ll see in the pages of this Report. Morale is high!
We bade farewell to some of our parish staff this year. Fr. Zack Crowley received a new
assignment this past summer. We are grateful for his hard work on our behalf during two difficult
years. Our Director of Youth Ministry, Pat Sprankle, after 28 years here, accepted a position
closer to his home. Marianne Faulstich retired from the parish office after 13 years. Doug Rhodovi
retired from our facilities group after 22 years of service. And finally, Leo Rudegeair retired as
Director of Contemporary Music after over 40 years of service!
We welcomed some new staff members this year. Luisa Palting stepped into the role of
Director of Youth Ministry, and Scott Buttrick was hired as Director of Operations for both
St. Louis and St. Francis parishes.
Thanks to the continued generosity of our parishioners, the parish finances are strong.
Our parish had a net income this past year of $428,270, a surplus! This was offset, though,
by an estimated depreciation of parish buildings of $662,174. We also have a remaining debt
of $210,000 for our Bell Tower Campaign, which we are paying off $20,000 a month.
As we have invested much of our resources in constructing, renovating, and restoring
our parish buildings over the past 20 years, we are now ready to shift our resources to more
intentional evangelization efforts. We want to draw more people to Jesus Christ through the
Catholic religion.
Read further to see how our parish has been a force for good this past year in Howard
County and beyond!
					In Christ,
					Fr. DeAscanis
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Deacon Kevin Hostutler
Pastoral Minister

Deacon Matt Kolb
Pastoral Minister

Deacon Scott Lancaster
Pastoral Minister

Deacon Frank Sarro
Pastoral Minister

Deacon Bob Smith
Pastoral Minister

Deacon Frank Ziegler
Pastoral Minister

Mrs. Deborah Thomas
St. Louis School Principal

Ms. Mary Ewachiw
St. Louis School
Assistant Principal
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Director of Faith Formation
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Director of Youth Ministry &
Adolescent Faith Formation

Mr. Terry Eberhardt
Director Music

Mrs. Julie Brookman
Business Manager

Mrs. Mary Kolb
Parish Coordinator
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ST. LOUIS
PASTORAL COUNCIL
2022-2023
The St. Louis Pastoral
Council is comprised of
parishioners who work
together to serve the
entire parish community.
It is the voice of the
parish assisting Father
DeAscanis on parish
matters. Its members
are elected to a three
year term.

OFFICERS
Joe Comberiate
President

Embracing the Sacramental Life at St. Louis
“In the beginning was the WORD … the WORD became flesh and
made His dwelling among us.” Jn 1:1, 14
In the past year our parish has celebrated the “fleshing” out of our Sacramental Mission in the:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baptism of 112 children
First Holy Communion of 152 children
Confirmation of 108 youth
Reception into the Church of 21 adults
Marriage of 22 couples
Seminary formation of 6 young men, preparing to
become priests
• Attendance at Easter Masses of 3783
• Registration of 3848 families

David Huff
Vice President
Luis Cunningham
Secretary
Sue Arlinghaus
Ex-Officio
MEMBERS
Nichole Batluck
Bob Comer
Jose Fernandes
John Ray Greco
Peter Hill
James Lazarek
Mandy Lopez
Son Nguyen
Alex Nwoke
Alan Parco
Bridget Pettiford
Kyle Remick
Marilyn Rhodovi
Jim Seminara
Ray Tomasic
Mary Walshe
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Our St. Louis Parish Year in Review
Life at St. Louis and in our larger community has been teeming with a passion for life, prayer,
teamwork, generosity, education, the Eucharist, gratitude, service, and so much more.
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A Year of Melodic Memories
MUSIC MINISTRY AT ST. LOUIS
which will focus the Music Ministry’s
returned in full force in 2021–2022.
impact in the years to come. Music
Our three ensembles were fully in-person
Ministry said farewell to and offered
and offered music for over 400 Masses,
thanks for the great service of multiple
including funerals and weddings.
individuals, including Elizabeth Nixon
St. Louis Music Ministry is
as head of the Treble Choir and Larissa
committed to building community
Sanders as organist. The longest service
among its members. The Music
was that of Leo Rudegeair as head of the
Ministries of St. Francis and St. Louis
Folk Group for over four decades. Leo
partnered for the first time with a joint
will continue to share his gifts of song
choir retreat. A tailgate, happy hours,
and evangelization with the parish.
and the annual Christmas party ensured
The St. Louis Church Concert Series
St. Louis Directors of Music, Terry and
that choir members are not strangers to
has had an increase in both donations
Colleen Eberhardt, with their son Christian.
each other at rehearsals or on Sundays.
and impact after the pandemic. The
Outings to the Annapolis Opera and Toby’s Dinner
Sweet 16 Concert Season brought 6 concerts to the
theater provided inspiration for our musicians.
St. Louis community and beyond. The Concert Series
The 2021–2022 fiscal year was also an opportunity
partnered with the Columbia Orchestra, the Candlelight
to re-group and re-organize, with the appointment of a
Concert Series, the United States Army Field Band,
choir board, new leadership positions, and a choir mission Opera Baltimore, and the Clarksville Commons.

Garden Club has Strong Roots
THE ST. LOUIS GARDEN CLUB TRACES ITS ORIGIN
to Mrs. Irene Finamore in 1984. Its objective is
“to further the appreciation and knowledge of the natural
world that God has given us and to encourage and
practice conservation of this precious inheritance. This we
do in friendship, sharing the beauty we find in our world
and the beauty we find in one another.”
In its 38th year, the Garden Club remains vital and
strong in our parish. Members have ample opportunities
to learn about and practice best methods in gardening but
membership offers so much more. The Garden Club also
emphasizes leadership training, volunteer recognition, service
project participation, and consistent quality programming.
A few of the monthly presentations this past year included
experts speaking about Bay-wise landscaping, floral designs,
and managing pests and diseases. The members participated
in a Winter Garden Craft to break up the tedium of the
winter, and enjoyed four field trips throughout the year.
Every year the Garden Club prints and distributes a
Directory, complete with membership information and
photos, a schedule of events for the year, a listing of officers,
committees and responsibilities, and all the information a

member of this group might need to know throughout the
year. One member, Patti, shares her experience this way:
“What a blessing this Club has been in my life here at St. Louis.
The most generous and knowledgeable women opened their
gardens, plants and hearts to me. I have learned so much,
not only from the members themselves, but from the very
informative speakers on such varied topics of gardening and
the many beautiful excursions our Club has taken. We have
a very full ten-month agenda September through June. Two
amazing trips we took this past year were to the Franciscan
Monastery and Gardens in DC and the Meadowlark Botanical
Gardens in Vienna, VA.“ Membership is open to all.
2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT
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144th Clarksville Picnic: Returns to its Full Glory!
WE WERE BLESSED TO HAVE THE CLARKSVILLE PICNIC

return in full form this year. It was a beautiful day on
Saturday, June 25th, when thousands of parishioners
and community members reunited all over the St. Louis
campus. Many old volunteers, and even more new
volunteers, totaling over 500 people, came together to make
the return of the picnic a huge success. The White Elephant
was back in full force, with volunteers working for weeks
before the picnic. On June 25th we had games, face painting,
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food (more than 2,000 pounds of chicken were cooked and
sold), dunking booth, bingo, big six, entertainment, silent
auction, moon bounce, rides, and opportunities throughout
the day for quiet time in the Chapel. From the moment
when Father DeAscanis blessed the opening of the picnic,
to when the workers attended a late-night mass, it was
wonderful to see our parish community come together
with such energy, enthusiasm and faith. Thank you, God!
And thank you, St. Louis community!

New this Year: Family Night Out
THE FAMILY NIGHT OUT FOOD EVENT IS THE
brainchild of parishioner Mark Mangus, who witnessed
such an event in a local neighborhood in early 2020. The
COVID-19 Pandemic was winding down and folks/people
were looking for things to do after nearly two years of
lockdown. Mr. Mangus saw this as an opportunity for
parishioners to get out and meet old and new friends, and
to get accustomed to coming back to our church campus.
Fr. DeAscanis had not arrived yet, so the first event took
place on the grounds of the St. Anthony Shrine in Ellicott
City with three vendors, a Kidz Korner, and an outdoor
movie. This first event was a huge success and attendees

were enthusiastic about continuing these gatherings.
Upon the arrival of Fr. DeAscanis, this event found its new
home on the campus of St. Louis. Monthly between April
and October, families continued to gather, eat, listen to
music, and play together. We routinely had a few hundred
people with seven or eight vendors participating. St. Louis
the King Council, Knights of Columbus now sponsor
this series for parishioners and Mr. Mangus serves as the
Coordinator. Other groups participating include: ACTS
Ministry, St. Louis School, Faith Formation, Catholic
Daughters of the Americas, and local musicians. Bring
your family and come join our parish family!

Our Parish said...
Hellos and Goodbye

Fr. Kenneth
Lukong

Scott Buttrick

Scott Buttrick

Fr. Zachary Crowley

Director of Operations

Associate Pastor

Paul Heinemann

Marianne Faulstich

Treble Choir

Pastoral Associate

Jane Higgins,

Manuel Lemus

Faith Formation Assistant

Mary Kolb,
Parish Coordinator

Fr. Kenneth Lukong,
Associate Pastor

Luisa Palting,
Director of Youth Ministry

Isaiah Shim,
Luisa Palting

Mary Kolb

Organist

Maintenance

Marianne Faulstich

Elizabeth Nixon
Treble Choir

Doug Rhodovi
Maintenance

Leo Rudegeair
Folk Group

Larissa Sanders
Organist

Pat Sprankle
Director of Youth Ministry

Pat Sprankle
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PARISH FINANCIALS
JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022

SAINT LOUIS PARISH INCOME
Offertory, Holydays.........................................$2,482,161
Charitable: Poor Box, Haiti...................................321,421
Lenten Appeal..........................................118,309
Total Capital Campaigns..................................439,730
Evangelization: Religious Ed, CYM
Adult Ed...................................................234,260
Church Benefit: Picnic & Concert.........................238,434
Archdiocesan Collections.......................................84,178
Cemetery...........................................................153,377
Other: Bequests, Votive Candles,
Pamphlets, Weddings, etc......................................61,328

Archdiocesan
Collections
2%

Cemetery
4%

Other
2%

Offertory,
Holy Days
67%

Church Benefit:
Picnic & Concert
6%
Evangelization:
Religious Ed, CYM
7%
Charitable:
(Poor Box, Haiti,
Lenten Appeal)
12%

Total Income..................................................$3,693,468

SAINT LOUIS PARISH EXPENSES		
Charitable Outreach..................................... $246,689
Education & Youth Ministry............................ 516,805
Administration & Salaries............................ 1,311,187
Archdiocesan Tax.......................................... 379,768
Benefit Expense............................................ 132,970

Development
Expense/Repairs
3%

Charitable
Outreach
8%

Education &
Youth Ministry
16%

Liturgy
2%

Facilities....................................................... 504,496
Liturgy............................................................ 81,200
Capital Expenses/Depreciation......................... 92,083
Total Expense............................................ $3,265,198
Net Income. . ..........................................................$428,270

Facilities
15%

Benefit
Expense
4%

Not included in the above:
1. Depreciation of $662,174.
2. An outstanding debt to the school of $210,000 as a part of the Bell Tower Campaign.
3. Campaign income of $112,826 and Endowment donations of $76,207.
4. A grant in the amount of $26,728.
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Archdiocesan
Tax
12%

Administration
& Salaries
40%

SCHOOL FINANCIALS
JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022

SAINT LOUIS SCHOOL REVENUE
Tuition & Fees........................................... $ 5,018,853

Student Fundraising
Activities
11%
9%

Other
Revenue
0%

Tuition
& Fees
80%

Student Activities ...........................................574,077
Fundraising.....................................................644,921
Other Revenues.................................................25,378
Total Revenue.......................................... $ 6,263,229

SAINT LOUIS SCHOOL EXPENSES		
Instructional ............................................. $ 2,377,079
Student Activities ...........................................649,734

Facilities
8%

Operating
Reserve Fund
12%

Other Expenses
1%

Administrative................................................819,819
Employee Benefits....................................... 1,112,077
Facilities........................................................496,528

Employee
Benefits
18%

Other Expenses................................................ 61,933
Operating Reserve Fund.................................. 746,059
Total Expense............................................ $6,263,229
Administrative
13%
Student Activities
10%

Instructional
38%
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St. Louis School: So Many Blessings
THE ST. LOUIS SCHOOL COMMUNITY CONTINUED
its mission of excellence in Catholic education throughout
the 2021-22 year, with 506 students. There was renewed
dedication to prayer, creativity, joy, and a passion to help
every child reach his or her greatest potential - mind,
body, and spirit. We welcomed our new pastor, Fr. Michael
DeAscanis, who has embraced St. Louis School and who
is a vibrant faith leader for students, faculty, staff, and
parents. We are blessed to have Fr. DeAscanis continuing
the work and leadership of our beloved Msgr.
Luca, who guided a successful, fully-enrolled
school preparing to celebrate 100 years of
excellence in October 2023.
Following is a summary of the highlights
of 2021-2022 at St. Louis School.
Faith Formation
Archbishop Lori designated last year
as the Year of the Eucharist, encountering
Christ’s presence through the Eucharist. We
focused our efforts with students by showing
reverence when receiving the Eucharist and
prayer for renewing and reviving the great
treasure of our Eucharistic faith.
The year brought us many other Catholic
Identity firsts here at St. Louis.
• Appointment of Lara Miller, middle school teacher, as
internal school Catholic Identity Chair;

10
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• Creation of a Catholic Identity School Board
committee, chaired by Susie Madden, Academic
Coordinator;
• Weekly Reconciliation
with Adoration, prayers,
and Lectio Divina for
students in grades 3-8;
• Monthly, half-day faculty
faith-formation retreats
centered on the Emmaus
Road Journey, an on-line,
10-part series produced
by the Catechetical
Institute of the Franciscan
Center for Evangelization
and Renewal, Franciscan
University
of Steubenville.

Blue Ribbon Academics
The 2021-2022 school year presented several markers
to analyze how our students were advancing academically
in the restricted pandemic environment. Throughout
the year, St. Louis remained open and focused on
classroom, in-person instruction. Teachers analyzed
evaluation data and adjusted instruction accordingly to
ensure students continued to build a strong foundation
for ongoing learning. The collected data emphasized the
professionalism and high-level instructional skill-set of
our faculty.
• Both 5th-grade and 8th-grade students achieved above
the Archdiocese of Baltimore (AOB) and national
standards on the Assessment of Children/Youth
Religious Education (ACRE) test. This test measures
faith knowledge related to religious beliefs, attitudes,
practices, and perceptions;
• Eight 8th-grade students earned composite
standardized testing scores in the 95th percentile
and met a stringent list of qualifiers for the Knott
Scholarship, a prestigious full, four-year scholarship;
• The 8th-grade students in AOB Catholic Schools who

took the High School Placement Test (HSPT) earned
the highest scores in the nation, an average of 15
percentage points above other dioceses and students
from other schools. On average, students in other
educational settings, including public systems, dropped
an average of 9-10 percentage points on the HSPT.
AOB students gained an average of 5 percentage points.

2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT
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Stewardship
St. Louis School Marketing and Development staff,
under the leadership of Director Erin Rummel and
Susie Madden who wrote the grants, increased the school
revenue stream through increased grant applications
and targeted fund raising efforts.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual Fund Net: $86,176
St. Louis Golf Classic Net: $38,369
Grants: $419,569
Louis IX Program Donations: $5,592
All Other Donations: $9,269
Total: $558,975

The Annual Fund proceeds were used to purchase
Epson Brightlink 1485Fi projectors for every classroom.
The interactive projectors offer enhanced image quality
using laser-based projection technology while providing
all students with a clear view of the content regardless of
seating location.
Through grants and HSA support, the school
purchased four touchless water bottle filling stations.
These stations provide a healthier drinking option
for students, encourage less water waste, and reduce
dependence on plastic bottles. Grants also funded new
iPads for all kindergarten students, a new set of iPads
for the art room, and new laptops for our teachers and
instructional assistants.
Community Service and Outreach
Many of our service activities resumed this past school
year after taking a hiatus during the pandemic. The
Student Council led fundraising efforts that generated

more than $12,000 in donations for Surfers Healing
Foundation, Inc., Breast Cancer Research Foundation,
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and Cross Catholic
Outreach. The school community donated hundreds of
toys and clothes to the annual Christmas collection for
Bon Secours Outreach Center in West Baltimore, and the
students donated a decorated tree to the Festival of Trees,
which raises money for children served by the Kennedy
Krieger Institute.
Nurse Team
The tireless efforts of our nurses, Lori Dittmar and
Laura Leonard, enabled us to navigate the pandemic
successfully. They administered thousands of rapid
COVID tests, implemented ever-changing protocols,
and kept our school community healthy and strong
throughout the year. Through it all, they expertly cared
for us with compassion and grace.
School Community Events
St. Louis families welcomed the return of many school
traditions.
• Trunk or Treat offered a safe, happy opportunity
for trick or treaters to celebrate Halloween. The
attendance for this family event was the largest to date,
with close to 500 participants.
• St. Nick Night began with an outdoor candlelit
performance by our 8th-grade students retelling the
story of Jesus’ birth. Our winter wonderland that
followed included holiday activities, a visit from
St. Nicholas, and the opportunity for children to
share their wishes with this beloved saint.
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• Carnival Day began with a STEM activity that
sparked critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and
communication. After persevering and successfully
solving a real-world problem, students spent the rest
of the day outdoors, in the sunshine, participating in
carnival games, sports, and activities.
Enrollment Management
St. Louis School was fully enrolled last year, with 556
students in preschool through 8th grade. Our admissions
director, Lizz Anacker, managed a wait list of more than
seventy-five students, giving priority to parish members of
St. Louis, St. Francis, and nearby Catholic parishes that are
without a school. Ninety percent of the enrolled families
are Catholic. School administration, with the support of
the parish, provided nearly $200,000 in financial assistance
to make a Catholic education accessible to parish families
who desired faith formation and a Catholic learning
environment for their children.
The success of the 2021-2022 school year brought
many blessings, and we thank God for an outstanding
year. Thank you also to our parents and parishioners for
supporting your Catholic school in educating the next
generation of the Catholic Church.

2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT
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Childrens’ Faith Formation: We’re Back!
ON SEPTEMBER 17TH, 2021, POPE FRANCIS ADDRESSED

participants in a meeting organized by the Pontifical
Council for Promoting the New Evangelization.
He shared these words regarding catechesis and
catechists: “Is this not the most urgent task of the
Church? The great Christian tradition must not
become a historical relic, otherwise, it is no longer
‘tradition.’” He continued: “Tradition is either alive
or it is not. And catechesis is tradition; it is trador
[in Latin], to hand down, but as living tradition,
from heart to heart, from mind to mind, and from
life to life… with the impetus of the Holy Spirit.”
During that same month of September in 2021,
twenty-six adult volunteers enthusiastically said,
“Yes!” to returning to St. Louis classrooms to
continue this “most urgent task of the Church”
after not being able to hand down our living
tradition to our youngest disciples for well over
a year due to the pandemic. Although smiles
were hidden behind required face masks, the joy,
excitement and gratefulness shared by families,
children and catechists during the return to inperson religious education was palpable and
deeply felt by all. Our St. Louis faith formation
families gathered often to celebrate numerous
liturgical feast days, our annual All Saints’ parade,
living advent wreath, visit with St. Nicholas, living
rosary, the sacraments of First Reconciliation
and First Holy Communion, along with several
organized service projects. Thanks be to God!
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Youth Ministry: Full Steam Ahead
“Young people must go in haste to others, just like Mary…The Mother of the Lord is
a model for young people on the move… Mary’s focus is always directed outwards.”
– Pope Francis

OUR VISION AT ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY
(CYM) is to provide a parish home base where our young
people can grow in their relationship with Jesus and become
his lifelong disciples through knowing God, loving God, and
serving God. Our mission is to be the head, heart, and hands
of Jesus in the world. It is an outward-bound mission!
The Parish Youth Ministry engages youth from middle
school through young adults (6th grade and beyond). Our
youth begin with deepening their faith and understanding
to equip them to love and serve God and others. They
are offered one middle school retreat and 3 in-person
high-school retreats (Spark, Summit Lake, and Teen
ACTS). They attended a guest-speaker series on timely
topics (Wired Wednesdays), and Faith Formation classes
weekly and monthly. Middle schoolers strengthened
community through monthly Open Gym nights, and our
high schoolers lived out Corporal Works of Mercy
with Our Daily Bread, Urban Hunger Project, Habitat
for Humanity, and the Franciscan Center. Our
Confirmation class of 80 high-school juniors adopted
3 families in need from the Columbia Pregnancy

Center. More than 125 young people volunteered as
mentors, retreat team members, and in parish-wide
service through the Annual CYM Italian Dinner and
Clarksville Picnic. Our College Connection ministry,
a pastorate effort, paired 108 undergraduates oneon-one with parishioner prayer partners to keep their
faith alive as they move full steam ahead towards
adulthood. Finally, we offered a Summer Sundays
faith series to our Young Adults, which included
Adoration, speakers, and a social hour.
For more information, please contact the CYM
Office at 410-531-6668 and follow us on Instagram at
instagram.com/st.louiscym.
2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT
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St. Louis Charitable Outreach: Continues and Grows
Partners and Ministries – This past fiscal year, St. Louis
gave 8% of its total income to charitable outreach. It also
raised over $300,000 for the Archdiocese of Baltimore
Annual Appeal for Catholic Ministries. St. Louis is
committed to making a difference at the local, national, and
international levels, from FISH of Howard County to the
Diocese of Gonaives, Haiti. Parishioners donate goods and
services in the monthly food collection, purchase school
supplies, adopt families in need during the holidays, and
promote local and national efforts to build a culture of life.
Respect Life committee – The October 2021 baby bottle
fundraiser organized by the Respect Life committee raised
more than $14,000 for the Columbia Pregnancy Center.
The Respect Life
committee promoted
fundraisers for
Mary’s Home and the
Columbia Pregnancy
Center. The committee
galvanized participants
in 40 Days for Life,
the National March
for Life, the Maryland
March for Life, and the
Archdiocesan Life is
Beautiful Mass.
Monthly food collection helps thousands of hungry –
A central pillar of St. Louis’ ongoing outreach efforts
remains the weekend food collection ministry which takes
place twice a month. The food collection ministry donates
to a variety of groups. The food collection ministry is
staffed by a variety of dedicated parishioners of all ages.
Pre-teens and teens assist with their parents and the food
collection ministry is a great place for young people to
complete required service hours. There is also consistent
support from our Knights of Columbus Council. But the
food collection ministry would be impossible to sustain
without the dedicated parishioners who consistently
provide food week after week and month after month.
Tremendous amounts of food are being distributed to
those in need in the Columbia and Baltimore metro
areas, primarily through Catholic channels.
The Little Sisters of the Poor, through St. Martin’s

Home in Catonsville, are one of our best partners for food
distribution. Additionally, significant amounts of food
are distributed through the Our Lady of Victory parish
food bank, the Assisi Center, FISH of Howard County,
and My Brother’s Keeper – the Blase Cooke Center.
Some food passes through the Saint Gregory food bank,
the Archdiocese of Baltimore grief ministry, the Saint
Benedict food bank, Saint Vincent de Paul – Beans and
Bread, and the St. Cecilia Food Pantry.
Most food collections bring in between 2,000 and 3,000
pounds of food! In the 24 collections spanning this annual
report, over 28 tons of food went to the above organizations.
The success of the weekend food collection ministry
has allowed the ministry to meet other needs: The food
collection ministry was able to transform itself into a
school supplies drive this year, collecting an estimated
$2,000 worth of school supplies. Several thousand dollars
of monetary donations are also funneled to our partner
organizations. The Little Sisters of the Poor have received
over $3,600 through this ministry. The food collection
ministry team also regularly transports leftover food from
Giant and Panera Bread to our partner organizations.
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